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PRISONS	AND	PRISONERS	IN	CROATIAN	MEDIA	

•  Our	percepOon	of	the	world	is	oWen	created	by	mass	media		

•  In	parOcular	it	relates	to	topics	that	ciOzens	do	not	have	personal	
contact	with	-		crimes,	prisons,	jails	(Edwards,	2009:	16)	

•  Disasters,	crises,	conflicts,	corrupOon	and	crimes	–	topics	that	make	
good	news	story	(Novak,	2001)	

•  Crime	sells…	
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WHY	SHOULD	THE	MEDIA	CARE?	

•  „Incarcerated	mother	and	their	children	are	an	extremly	vulnerable	and	
marginalized	social	group”	(Burgess,	Flynn,	2013:	74)	

	
•  Children	as	well	as	offenders	are	punished	through	imprisonment	
(Cunningham,	2001)	

	
•  Returning	to	community	aWer	imprisonment	can	be	a	problem…	
	
•  „Maternal	imprisonment	also	has	significant	pracOcal,	economic,	
interpersonal,	social	and	emoOonal	implicaOons	for	
families”	(Woodward,	2003).	

•  Most	of	the	public	is	not	aware	of	the	fact	that	there	is	a	significant	
number	of	children	whose	parents	are	imprisoned.	
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STIGMATIZATION	OF	CHILDREN	OF	PRISONERS	

•  Many	children	grow	up	without	parents	who	are	in	prison	

•  They	oWen	become	sEgmaEzed	by	their	environment,	especially	by	the	peers	
(Ardih	et	al.	2003;	Hagan	and	Dinovitzer	1999;	Murray	2007	prema	Phillips,	
Gates,	2011:	286)	

•  Children	oWen	come	to	the	fore	because	of	the	crimes	commiled	by	their	
parents-	revealing	the	privacy	and	idenOty	of	the	children	

	
	
	

Legal	and	ethical	protecEon	of	children	in	CroaEa	(The	Media	Act,	The	
Electronic	Media	Act,	Criminal	Code,	Code	of	Honour	of	Journalists…)		
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CHILDREN	AS	MEDIA	OBJECTS	
Most	oWen	media	report	on	children	in	a	negaOve	context:		

•  Sexual	exploita?on	of	children	by	parents	and	family	members	
•  Evo	O	moja	kćer,	cijena	je	50	kuna	i	6	kuOja	cigareta,	Jutarnji	list,	4.3.2015.	
•  Majka	nas	je	prodavala	za	20	kuna,	da	i	za	alkohol,	Večernji	list,	27.3.2015.	
•  Djedu	silovatelju	pet	godina	zatvore,	Slobodna	Dalmacija,	17.1.2015.	
•  Bolesnoj	kćeri	puštao	porniće	pa	je	silio	na	seks,	Jutarnji	list,	17.11.2015.	

•  Domes?c	violence		
•  Pred	malim	sinom	vikao	ženi:	Šugo,	smeće,	drolja,	parazit…,	Podravski	list,	17.8.2015.	
•  Sina	(9)	ne	pušta	u	školu	kako	bi	napakosOo	ženi,	24	sata,	12.5.2015.	
•  Supruzi	zabio	nož	u	prsa	pa	ubo	sina	(12)	koji	je	branio	majku,	24	sata,	13.8.2015.	

•  Domes?c	violence	against	children	
•  Sina	udario	glavom	u	zid,	a	ne	ide	u	zatvor,	24	sata,	29.1.2015.	
•  Ostavila	poruku	i	nestala	sa	sinom:	Moj	mali	anđeo	će	se	smijaO	s	oblaka,	Večernji	list,	7.7.2015.	
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MEDIA	AND	CHILDREN	OF	PRISONERS	
Media	reports	rarely	talk	about	children	growing	up	without	parental	care	

•  Children	-	parents	
•  It	is	important	to	strengthen	the	relaOonship	between	parent	and	child	
•  Storybook	Project	–	children’s	bedOme	stories	recorded	by	their	parents	

•  Children	–	media	–	parents	
•  The	Sesame	Workshop	–	Lille	Children,	Big	Challenges	–	Sesame	Street	Goes	to	Prison		

	

•  Media	–	prison	system	–	public	
•  Prison	system	alracts	media	alenOon		
•  Small	number	of	arOcles	about	children	of	prisoners	–	although	even	in	CroaOa	there	were	

some	valuable	and	important	acOviOes	-	Children	of	Prisoners	in	Europe	–	„Not	my	crime,	SOll	
my	sentence”		
•  Udruga	Roda	omogućila	djeci	kažnjenica	da	ih	posjećuju.	Marko:	Sada	mogu	svaki	vikend	vodiO	djecu	da	vide	mamu	u	

zatvoru,	www.jutarnji.hr,	9.6.2015.	
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24	sata,	10.4.2015.	
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24	sata,	14.12.2011.	
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Slobodna	Dalmacija,	11.2.2011.	
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MEDIA	AND	CHILDREN	OF	PRISONERS	
•  CELEBRITIES	
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GUIDELINES	

FOR	INSTITUTIONS	
•  Raise	the	awareness	in	order	to	educate	members	of	the	public.	
•  Encourage	acOve	cooperaOon	of	all	stakeholders	
•  Protect	the	idenOtety	of	the	children	
•  IniOate	new	academic	research	
•  Introduce	new	courses	for	journalist’s	on	how	to	report	about	imprisoned	
parents.	

•  Build	partnerships	with	media	organizaOons	and	journalists	associaOon.	

	
FOR	PARENTS	

•  Think	about	what	informaOon	about	your	children	should	be	revealed	in	
the	public	discourse.	

•  Learn	how	to	protect	the	privacy	of	your	children!	
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GUIDELINES	

FOR	JOURNALISTS	

•  Raise	the	awareness	of	the	public	
•  Encourage	acOve	cooperaOon	of	all	stakeholders	
•  Do	not	use	children	for	causing	public	sympathy,	moral	panic.	
•  Protect	the	idenOtety	of	the	children	(text,	photographies)	
•  Do	not	use	stereotypes		
•  Avoid	using	details	on	a	specific	case,	focus	on	a	problem.	
•  Avoid	discriminaOon	and	sensaOonalism	
•  Avoid	secondary	vicOmizaOon	of	vicOms	
•  Use	reliable	sources	of	informaOon	
•  Promote	the	acOviOes	od	CSO’s	projects	on	inclusion.	
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THANK	YOU	FOR	YOUR	
ATTENTION!	
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